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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/944,266 



Applicant(s) 

SCHELL ET AL. 



men lj. vu I ■ -5-5 — — 

TsHO^L STATUTORY FOR REPLY ,S SET TO EXPIRE J MONTH(S) PROM 

TSSI^^i^SS^P-* — « - 

" earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

I) H Responsive to communications) filed on f 6 Ancjusf 2002. . 

. piM ai 2b)S This action is non-final. 

UlUObU ill vi www.— — 

Disposition of Claims 

4) EI Claim(s) 8-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-7 and 14-20 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) BI Claim(s) §z13 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

«□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0D The drawing fled on _ is/are: a)D accepted or objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawings) be held ,n abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(a). 
Appn in y „ . n ic a^n aDDroved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

I I) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)|_| approvea w 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3 ) D Acknow.edgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



£ 1 OtJI UIICU wAjpiww^ mi r ■ ■ J " 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the W^^"" ^ ^ 

. S eethea tt a«^ 
HdAcLledgment is made of a Cairn for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The transition of the foreign language provisional apphcation has been 
15)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) p-j Summary (pto _41 3) Paper No(s). 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) „ oflnforma | Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTCW48) * LJ 

3 H information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 1 6) |_| Other. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/994,266 
Art Unit: 2833 



1. Applicant's election of species 7, Figs. 38-41, claims 1-20, in paper No. 6 is 

acknowledged. 

2. After further review, claims 1-7, 14-20 are withdrawn from consideration by the 
Examiner, 37 CFR 1 . 142(b) as being for a nonelected invention of species 1-6 and 8. 

*„„^ n « rt w«*«H to hecmise the structure of the conductive plug contact, the 

3. l lie ui aw 11150 ttiv vwjw%,*™ 

receptacle electrical connector and the electrical connection system recited in claims 8-20 are not 
clearly shown in the drawings of Figs. 38-41. A proposed drawing correction or corrected 
drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
4 The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 
4. Claims 8-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. The structure of the conductive plug contact, the receptacle electrical connector, the 
cover are unclear since they are not clearly disclosed in the section of the specification that relates 
to applicant's election of species 7, figs. 38-41. 
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6. Claims 8-9, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 

the invention. 

Claim 8, line 4 and claim 12, line 2, it is unclear as to what "it" is referring to. 

„. :_. : ^„ n f*h» annmnriate naragraohs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

7. me ioiiowmg is a HuuLo-tiwi* — ri — r — * ~ - 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

9. Claims 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Davis (843). 

Insofar as the claims can be understood due to the indefiniteness above, the disclosure of 
Davis shows a complete response to each and every element set forth in these claims. For 
example: Fig. 1, 3 and 1 1 show an insulative housing 1, a plurality of plug contacts 6, a plug 
projection 9 with a pair of opposed and spaced apart cantilever beams (not labeled) and a bridge 
17 between side walls (not labeled). 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtamed though the invention is not Mentically disclosed or described as set Jorth m 
ItlTm of this title if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the poor art are 

=22^ 

manner in which the invention was made. 
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11. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dernier, Jr. et al in 

view of Davis (843). 

Insofar as the claim can be understood, Dernier and Davis are applied as follows: Demler, 
Fig. 2 and 1 1 show an insulative housing 10 having a plurality of contacts 80 with a cable plug 

... _i_x->n (in T?^ and a eroove (34. 34'), and a 
projection (82, 82'), a cover wun a sun ju, wiv.u«, v-> — / * - 

mounting bracket 100 with portions ( 134, 134') to be inserted in the grooves. The contact of 
Demler does no show a pair of spaced walls. Davis, Fig. 3 shows a contact 6 having a bridge 17 
with a pair of spaced walls on the sides thereof. It would have been obvious to one with skill in 
the art to modify the connector of Demler by forming the contact with a pair of spaced walls, as 
taught by Davis, in order to provide strength for the contact. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Hien Vu at telephone 
number (703) 308-2009. 



H. Vu/mm 
11/08/02 



